
Mark Your Calendars

The Commemorative Air Force Mission:

TO EDUCATE, INSPIRE, and HONOR

More than just a collection of airworthy 

warplanes from the past, the CAF’s fleet of 

historic aircraft, known as the CAF Ghost 

Squadron, recreate, remind and reinforce the 

lessons learned from the defining moments in 

American military aviation history.

For information on CAF SoCal, call or 

click

  805-482-0064 / www.cafsocal.com

A Living History Event

Saturday, February 28, 2026

‘Spitfires’

Becky Aikman

CAF SoCal Wing

presents

A Living History Event

Saturday, July 11, 2026

11:00am

American MiG Pilot

Presentation:

- All Trained as Pilots

- Denied flying for the U.S.

- Great Britain Willing to 

let them Fly

- Q&A

Becky Aikman



Order of Business

11:00a  Introduction / Welcome

11:05a  Quilts of Valor

• Uela Hodson

11:10a  Presentation – Becky Aikman

• ‘Spitfires’

• Q&A

~12:00p  Displays

• Charlie Carr’s Magic

• Museum Displays

~12:30p  Flight Ops (tentative)

• SNJ Flight
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‘Spitfires’

Becky Aikman

Saturday, May 30, 2026

11:00am

You don’t want to miss this one!

CAF SoCal will host Royal Navy pilots Commander 

Stephen ‘Lothar’ Collins, Officer Commanding the 17th 

Test and Evaluation Squadron (TES) at Edwards Air 

Force Base, and Lieutenant Commander Mark ‘Hux’ 

Huxtable, 17 TES Test Pilot. Lothar and Hux will regale 

us with stories of modern UK F-35B carrier ops, the 

Royal Navy’s Carrier Strike Group ‘21 cruise, and an F-

35B ejection off the carrier (by one of our presenters). 

They’ll probably also discuss F-35B Test activities. So 

come hear about Royal Navy F-35B operations and test 

activities in the summit of high-performance military 

aircraft.

Next event: 

UK F-35B Test &

Operations

A Living History Event

Credit: Corbis via Getty Images



• Dorothy Furey - a legendary beauty with 

an 8th grade education, she reinvented 

herself to pass as an aristocrat. (Photo 

Credit: Courtesy Adam Hewitt.)

• Winnie Pierce - she took crazy risks and 

laughed her way through danger, in the 

air and on the ground. (Photo: Credit  

Michael Beasley collection.)

• Ann Wood - a college graduate set on a 

serious career, she cultivated contacts 

with diplomats, journalists, generals, 

and spies. (Photo Credit: Ann Wood-Kelly 

Archive, D'Youville University Library.)
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Quilts of Valor

Uela Hodson

• Founded in 2003, the Quilts of Valor® Mission is 

to cover Service Members and Veterans touched 

by war with comforting and healing Quilts of 

Valor

“Thank you for your service, sacrifice and 

valor in serving our nation.”

• An exceptional seamstress dedicated to  

honoring CAF SoCal members who are     

veterans, Pamuela Hodson is excited to                

lead this emotional program to hail our       

former service members

• “Quilted” today:

• Paul Mitchell

• Branch: US Army

• Years: 1966-1967

• Dave Watson

• Branch: US Army

• Years: 1970-1972

• Ron Missildine

• Branch: US Air Force

• Years: 1969-1972

• Steve Rider

• Branch: US Navy

• Years: 1973-1981

Quilts = Healing

Meet Some of the Spitfires

• Helen Richey - she was a famous aviator, 

but warplanes tested her nerve. (Photo 

Credit: Copyright Photoquest/ 

contributor via Getty Images.)

• Virginia Farr - she escaped the life of a 

wealthy debutante to live as she pleased. 

(Photo Credit: Michael Beasley 

collection.)

• Mary Zerbel - young and idealistic, she 

persevered through tragedy. (Photo 

Credit: Crown Copyright, IWM.)



54

‘Spitfires’Our Guest Speaker

Becky Aikman

Other Books by Becky

• Off the Cliff: A lively and revealing behind-the-scenes 

look at the making of one of history’s most 

controversial and influential movies, How the Making 

of Thelma & Louise Drove Hollywood to the Edge

• Saturday Night Widows: In this transcendent and 

infectiously wise memoir, Becky — a widow, too young, 

too modern to accept the role — forms an unlikely 

group with five other young widows, each seeking a 

way forward in a strange and disquieting world, The  

       Adventures of Six Friends Remaking Their Lives

• Drawn to writing about adventure,                                       

her subjects are real women who                                   

broke with convention to create new                              

lives for themselves even as they                                  

changed the world

• Becky grew up in rural Pennsylvania                                    

and moved to New York to earn a                                  

master’s degree at the Columbia                              

University Graduate School of                               

Journalism

• Awarded the Pulitzer Traveling                             

Fellowship

• Covered the worlds of entertainment, media, and 

other creative industries for  BusinessWeek and New 

York Newsday

• Widowed at a young age, left daily journalism and 

wrote the book Saturday Night Widows, the true story 

of a mismatched group of five other young widows to 

share the adventure of remaking our lives

• Have appeared on CBS This Morning, the Katie Couric 

Show, NPR, and in articles in The Wall Street Journal, 

USA Today, and O, the Oprah magazine

• Has spoken to groups across the country

• Becky’s day-to-day life remains much less exciting than 

the people she writes about, which is just fine with her

• The heart-pounding true story of the American 

Women who flew the world’s most dangerous 

aircraft through the treacherous skies of Britain 

during World War II.

• They were crop dusters and debutantes, college 

girls and performers in flying circuses — all of them 

pilots who wanted to serve in                                        

World War II. Because they were                             

women, their own country turned                                 

them away. But Great Britain, in a                       

desperate fight for survival,                                          

would let anyone—even Americans,                                

even women - fly warplanes. 25                                               

of them bolted to England in 1942.                               

They became the first American                                         

women to fly perilous missions in                                  

military aircraft.

• “In a faraway land, these “spitfires” lived like 

women decades ahead of their time. They risked their 

lives in one of the deadliest jobs of the war, flying 

new, barely tested fighters and bombers to air 

bases and returning shot-up wrecks for repair.”

• The Spitfire pilots lived an adventure more exciting 

than fiction. They were celebrated at the time but 

then largely forgotten. To bring them back to life, 

Author Beck Aikman traveled to England to go 

through records, investigate crashes, find 

witnesses, and take in the history where the story 

took place.

• In the U.S., Becky met the pilots' families and 

interviewed Nancy Miller, the one flyer still living 

at the age of 104. They all shared diaries and 

letters filled with intimate details, never before 

seen by the public.

• They broke new ground off duty as well, shocking 

their hosts with thoroughly modern behavior.

• SPITFIRES is a vivid, richly detailed account of war, 

ambition, and a bold group of women whose lives 

were as unconventional as their dreams.

Drawn to

Adventure
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